PLATE XVII
THE ROMAN ARMY

x, 2. BAS-RELIEF which adorned one side of an altar or
a base dedicated, outside or inside the temple of Neptune, by
Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus, a contemporary of Caesar, in
memory of his victory during the civil war. The other relief
of the same monument represents the wedding of Poseidon and
Amphitrite - and is now at Munich (not reproduced). The
relief here reproduced shows the sacrifice of a bull, sheep, and
pig (suovetaunlia) performed by the dedicator (in civilian
dress to the right of the altar) in the presence of the god Mars
(in military dress to the left of the altar). The dedicator is
surrounded by his soldiers (foot and horse). The left corner of
the frieze represents the missio, i. e. the discharge of the soldiers
who had served their term. A scribe is writing down the names
of the discharged soldiers in a book and hands over to the soldiers
in civilian dress their certificates (tabulae missionis) in the form
of a diptychon (booklet of two pages). One of the soldiers has
already received his booklet and watches the scribe making
the corresponding entry in his book. Two others are waiting
and talking to each other. A heap of booklets or of census
registers is piled up before the scribe, ist cent. B. c. Louvre,
Paris.

3. BAS-RELIEF (part of a funeral cista) showing a pro-
cession of Roman knights, all on horseback and in civil
dress, moving slowly towards a small temple and preceded by
musicians. Before the temple a boy (camillus) with the sacri-
ficial sheep. Two of the horsemen are carrying palm branches.
It is probable that the bas-relief represents the solemn yearly
procession and review of the Roman equites, especially those
who were just enrolled in the list of the knights (luvenes).
2nd cent B. c. British Museum, London.